—

QA YEof ot YR BAHet ARMMEE OfLfz|et E|2{LR|0 O]2= CHYet

Y =00l 22l Eteleti D2kl MELNS ZHAIXICL ol fFH0f it oj&2=
7t ¥

S0l mEt =2 SoHoAel ehell 3 EolA| = WHO AR et
SE Z22E B0 Ok HYAo|1 ZEXH0|H, AF2E2 N 7|2t ZA0|
e 32 AUREHEY AFoMel ZEA{Ql otE S FA| AAH0| CHet S+
5| E0ECL 2Lt Q=9 ot= ZHe| oY FHO|AL| TEHH2
AE0 ASH2= 7(0{5tuAt of= O|=2| Q[0 &Fd| 222 ZAOo|Ct.
ci‘='7f OfAlOFQ] 3H° H £5] A=YS MUHE Al

r\l
15
_E_
|m
_IT_
o
1o
N
>
N
rir
fin)
g
1k
19
p'l_
mjo
_o'ﬂ
2
0

HO|X| 1/ 14



T M
20179 29l tHE™O0| “Aida (New Southern Policy,
NSP)”& ti.:-*i_i@ OIEHE Sh= ZHo| ol HHoto| Mo
el

ml=

AT-3HT Zto| B AT AT WSS HRUCH
A

b B |
T T R,
H
=

LRAOZ, oh YE= HOMAOR| Sixlet =22 F2| H|F

Senior Fellow/Head A= Qzeto| R HAE RUABHRACE AU MRt o= &

Maritime Poliy = 212t QHEIOIMRE] ofAxiet E2igiof 0|2 chyst

nitiative, ORF  HEO 27 BIESID ChRIHol MELNS WAL

Abhijitsingh TSR0l chet ORIt B UK Wt YRe Sl

o| ol 2 oAl Y= wHO| AR Cist SR/ Z2AS

B0 ot A0l 1 ZEA0|H, ARER HHO 79kt M| CHet Y=o 3=

= QUZENEY AFoMel ZEAMQl ot T AA| AAHO CHet S/ H2E 2F5| &2

o =Ct

BAE U Bl 223 OIS B2 FASOICL ot A7 1 U A 2

= At 1082 o|n] QA d&oll =0, AZH LA B2 2018E (At 2|== 200

o 28 +£= E7IH) 2159 =22 7IE3UCE =2 FHEAS SHAZ7] Lot A=

2 QEof 522 EHA ZAOEL4Y A (comprehensive economic partnership
agreement, CEPA)Z &H&st2] oA Q

QIOM, 203040 Eaf5t7| A YA BHES
5009 22 s2|7Ck= ok 2t 2 HE MA3IC

2Lt @HO| 71 JRAARl E0k= = A QtHo| FHOoICh 2019 8 ¢k WY
& Rajnath Singh2| ME %= 0|% Q= Y& UoM= ot ZEete| M=k MELY
0| FHAMZICh= &St Q1410] UOIRITE Singh Ao WES Z[CHSE FF2 71X F 713
4= TESME M, =9 ool A @S EHsHA a2|n M, = W

_I_I
WFRE AR Y. ol ZAI-0 et ofS2 =l ks A

Ho m@

= =2 oo g AT NAZSEM QAE Al #7|E of FA|7| BHHELIL

HO|X| 2 / 14



= For-God* For Natiow*For Peace

ol
ULt Eop %
a

QALETt =9 AARYHIE =st A0| =Y 2 ¢t ZAE A7 Ol ==0| EIUCE
20194 1148, Q= = ot 2tHQ| tiEEQ K9 Atx20f| HelE &1 A= Fot 4

ojefdS AZHCL 2020 23, 10742 sh= 7|®0| 2020 =4 AAXE (Def-Expo

2020)0f| Zt7I3HCt SHSICIHIA (Hanwha Defense), $H882F (Korea Aerospace

Industries), LIG, SCH2& (Hyundai Rotem) % 7|E} 8= 7|gHE2 &AMA 142 50

=0[8= ol getez 59| FH|E MAISUCL oHH, Q= -5l 55 EfATZARR

ot QL] HHE QUM dLkE A AL B ZHH|Z HORET| A[AfSICE Qe

o HZ7IE2 TAHHIE SS22 Mitsty| flgt 32 35| =7t M2 TEHAMS
of

— —
FASIAIZ Z0[2t MEett.

kol

Ct0| Q= ME7H| AlZH0f| 2l5tH, Sh=o| 'Fe=7t0f et 2Hd&s2 OtAlore| sHa
=/tete| BAE FAZ[HE S0 WE AOICL (S7fots MBS 2|23, &5t ¢
H| & HH ez RAE F7|I-A o[0M) o= 7|yo| RefRel Hz2EdE S5 5
O= F7|51 oo M2t BH2 o{Ms] YA HHO| st 74 240|A|, ot Y
S AUEefo| MR Y[slE HMols A= FYSHRACL QU= ot SOFAJORL O[0{A]
CHE|2A] =2 S2d2 4ot ALt Q=9 Y| BE|EE o= YRS FHIE

o

=fof oy ASHo=z =hh ARl U FAFEIQl ASAH £ 3C(culture,

connectivity, commerce: &3}, HZd, 4Y)E G0 QAUz= 7|EF HAQI 2R0|M St

HO[X| 3/ 14



U AZoll of5tR, 20194 28 91T £2|o| A2 WEL 9lzo| 9|m HlEA 9
S o

0| S5k X0 UCHs e SIS UoIUC
=
o

oh=o| MgddAue I=7t SiY FHo| I EUE + Us 20 EU =2t of

Zl0l= A9 = (Ol= A=et Cfetl=0l o|o| YoliAME ZF1 U= =0IY), &=

AT o, oY BF oA 1, A=Y 2 & AW #=, 24 2=, oY 29, oA
I

E[z], Hlz{ 2] & QlLlo{of L[, sieF HE WA S0| ZetzElct. S3o| 240|F 112
ol mf, Q== MZORE EAMEQT FT(Lakshadweep archipelago)0l, 202 =
OtCtat L|ZFHIZ2 A|E (Andaman and Nicobar Islands)0f] 28 4txH, 2EE0| ot 4
o AG0A o=, sieh AH|CH & S| FEE WMAZ7] flot WHS ZAMSHRACE O]
£ Az 250 LSt o2 FE gFfofl IA 7|0 = UL
89| Jtsdol Ue E LCHE FE92 aiY BF 24 1F(maritime domain
awareness, MDA)O|C}. 2! = St ofle SRAI0AML g QlAS AEAIZ|7] ¢
ol Q=Y Ao HEZSHMIE] (Information Fusion Centre, IFC) & AZI3HCE 20183 7

HO|X| 4/ 14



AlZl O] MEj= Z7F=9| go|H 2 MA HEE Z{2|5t0] EHol=HA E.*(Indlan Ocean
Rim Association)2| £ 3|2 Zakst TtEHNAH HEE ASSHC} Q= | =27t

NI

o S Q¥ L, ot=0| 0| Z2HEQ HOHH 20| & A0[Ct ot HR=
IFCOf| HEFHTAE OrASC2ZM AIRE s U4, Ql=Qfo| &2 dLtete| Jfs T
AZ|E Ol Q=0 =22 S £ UCt sk FEE ESH AUoAM QlE=Fold Z|J

U 2 A2 (humanitarian aid and disaster relief, HADR) & A|&5t7| It Q1= &
ZE AMEAZ|E O 228 & + UCh Ol ZHRIAo=E Bt ZH2 Aot XFo| 54t

H%FQI wge olo] ol E@xrs SFSHA| THSUCE Q)

a4 2 ™82 S O =HE[o{oF ot Q. 89| ohx #E2 ZFEA{0|ALCY.
20214 63, QU= sl INS Z2E (Kiltan)2 SSTol0Al ot= defat FAREH

o

= TAMCL O|=2RE] 28 A, Q= sl=ety =7tEt (Kolkata)2t AF=LE| ( hakti)= S
Fotthel HE=ol Hizlel ZEO= OM|QF =t Wy Helol e

o Holl
T r.u.
>

O

<

5

Plus Maritime Security Field Training Exercise) 0l 20{5t7| 2sff £k
ALt

o= R A=Y sidHES oY 2FAFI= WS MHels ALz EQlnt 20211E 1
g, O|Z0] mIZA[O0F TN ot RS FootAt 2F He oid o8 RHE 228
2 ol (Strait of Hormuz)0f & 7&% to 2Lt ok= e Ql=yol ekt YHst=
A= TSHRACt (BH= HYO0| QI=2| S DAY ZE UESH A2 2017'F 10U

ALE0M= k=0 HOMA|OFOIAL] S=2| Z=FA =HA0|| sl HtEA| 29Xl Ha[A =
7|15 7ML 25| 24I5kA]| fbs Yd0lets 27 2

b2te| AlZfof 2ofstH, A=HHM S=2| FAH Ofsh7t HMA w2t 10 &St

HO[X| 5/ 14



|:|I

A=, A=t ot=x2 ASSHM A=t HHE 7|28 ZME 7ts40| AL Q=

40 09

=

o
MEHEOIAL| AP 21A0f| Tieh HaA{Ql M= =46, o= Y& 2A0-2

S2fo[Lt 70| OFAlOF RCHOY| 7| EtAS 1efoff HUAR|IHOAL| THR] 7Hs-ofl CHB|SEH

7] Sloll O B2 A= T 7tsd0| Ak ZHZE, ZA QIZIE Z2AIZI7] Ll et=0]
HE (Quad)0i 7tist= A= dE OP“EF‘ At 2 242 tedel EEs o=0] ¢
= EiEY AG0M ZHEst R BN Fots 22 HOoE AEAE EEHE 2F0] A
=7 Tl MLk 224sh &0 %WHEFE, A= HIMSH AHEO| FHS HOjA st
= YRo Y HHS YAIZ FH7t Z|0{US Aot

ALt Q= oh= Zke| Sy FHOAL| THEL|L
7|0{5t222t sh= O=2| QJzlof & Z

s2 OtAlote] W2 oo A4Ho=
ICk. @32f0ILfolIA 20| UojLt G
|

=
0[01M, DIZ HHE 2iAlote] 9Y Ao B3| Y HO=Z OICL HOIS HHHI}
(o] 3
o

OtAlote] ol RO, 5| (U0 HHA 28 QU=
o
o

'S mLRE AIES S, Ol
B8 7 2000 ek, ni Avs s A

A|Ho| Eat

r
>
N
rr o
=
Joll
0z
18
o
mjo
_O,E
2
ro
|.|-|
il
okl
00

= =2 o STHAT L MNEASEA 28 Al B[S 8 FA|7| HELIC

HO[X| 6 / 14



;- “ orGod For Nation*For Peace

KIMS rlscope

Revitalizing India-South Korea Strategic Ties — Evaluating

Prospects for a Maritime Partnership
Abhijit Singh
Senior Fellow/Head

Maritime Policy Initiative at ORF, New Delhi

India-South Korea relations have recently undergone a significant transformation. Since 2017,
when President Moon Jae-in unveiled his “New Southern Policy” (NSP), there has been a
marked change in Seoul’s relations with New Delhi. As part of a wider plan to bridge the
gaps in diplomacy, strategic affairs, trade and cultural ties with neighboring countries, South
Korea has prioritized ties with India, widely seen as the preeminent power in South Asia. New
Delhi and Seoul have developed a robust, multi-dimensional partnership spanning a range of
issue areas, from economics and security to energy and counterterrorism. With a growing
dependence on seaborne trade, both countries are demonstrating a shared commitment for
freedom of navigation and unimpeded commerce in the open seas. Their advocacy of an open,
inclusive, and free rules-based order underscores their shared need for a comprehensive

security and economic architecture in the Indo-Pacific region.

The principal driver for improved bilateral ties has of course been economics. Trade and
economic relations between India and South Korea have grown significantly over the past
decade, with annual bilateral trade reaching $21.5 billion in 2018 (crossing $20 billion mark
for the first time). In an attempt to elevate bilateral economic ties, India and South Korea have
sought to expand their comprehensive economic partnership agreement (CEPA), setting an

ambitious target of $50 billion in bilateral trade before 2030.
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https://indianexpress.com/article/business/economy/india-korea-agree-to-impart-fresh-momentum-to-bilateral-trade-pact-7718379/
https://www.fdi.finance/news/india-korea-set-trade-target-of-50-billion-before-2030#:~:text=India's%20Commerce%20and%20Industry%20Minister,worth%20%2450%20billion%20before%202030.

Yet, it is in the defence and security realm that cooperation has been most visible. Since the

visit of Indian Defense Minister Rajnath Singh to Seoul in August 2019, there has been a keen
sense in New Delhi of a growing strategic partnership with Seoul. Minister Singh’s visit yielded
two far-reaching agreements: one, a pact to extend logistical support to each other’s navies,
and a second to deepen defense educational exchanges. The pact on naval logistics sharing is
noteworthy, as India presently has such agreements with a group of select countries, including
the United States, France, Japan, Australia and Singapore. More recently, India and South

Korea have agreed for joint production and export of military hardware, the enhancement of

intelligence sharing and boost cooperation in cyber and space domains.

India’s induction of South Korean military equipment has helped move the defence and security
relationship along. In November 2019, the Indian Army inducted the K9 VAJRA-T 155mm/
52, a tracked self-propelled howitzer, which has its roots in the K9 Thunder, the mainstay of
the South Korean Army. Two years earlier, South Korean defence industry, Samsung-Techwin
and India’s Larsen & Toubro had entered into an agreement for the sale of 100 howitzers. In
February 2020, 10 South Korean companies attended Def-Expo 2020. Hanwha Defense, Korea
Aerospace Industries, LIG, Hyundai Rotem and other Korean firms displayed their wares in a
bid to attract potential buyers. Meanwhile, a joint India-South Korea task force set about
identifying military systems and hardware to be produced in India with the participation of
Korean defense industries. Indian experts say, efforts to jointly produce military hardware

could would singularly energise the bilateral strategic partnership.

South Korea’s Indo Pacific QOutreach
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As many Indian experts see it, South Korea’s outreach to countries in its South is driven by a

desire to expand engagement with key states in Asia. While trade constitutes a significant
component of bilateral collaboration — with South Korean companies rushing to move
manufacturing outside China (following growing risks to business, rising labor costs and a
pandemic induced stagnation) — Seoul has also been keen to explore strategic opportunities
with India. New Delhi, too, recognizes the importance of South Korea as a bridge to East Asia.
India’s political elite view Seoul as a key enabler of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ‘Act-East’
strategy, aimed both at generating economic growth, and to ensure peace, stability and security
in the Asia Pacific Region. Beyond the 3Cs (culture, connectivity and commerce), a perennial
feature of India’s political outreach in its neighborhood, India would like to cooperate with
South Korea in other strategic areas. With there being no areas of discord between the two

countries, Seoul seems to be an ideal defence and security partner for New Delhi.

As some see it, the Indian prime minister’s visit to Seoul in February 2019 was a reaffirmation
of the ROK’s special place in India’s foreign policy matrix. The seven agreements signed
during the visit, in areas such as infrastructure development, combating trans-border and
international crime, attest to Seoul’s growing importance in India’s strategic calculus. In a
meeting with President Moon on the sidelines of the G-20 summit at Busan in June 2019, Mr.
Modi reiterated the growing convergences between South Korea’s New Southern Policy and
India’s Act East Policy — the search for a stable, secure and prosperous Indo-Pacific order.
Recalling President Moon’s visit to India in 2018, Mr. Modi remarked that “the coordination
of Indian and South Korean approaches in the region is deepening and strengthening the
Special Strategic Partnership.” As he put it, the essential premise of a strengthened India-ROK
partnership is a shared vision of progress in Asia, and a roadmap aimed at people, peace,

prosperity and strategic balance.
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https://thekootneeti.in/2021/07/12/the-role-of-new-southern-policy-to-support-the-middle-power-ambition-of-south-korea/
https://www.firstpost.com/india/culture-connectivity-and-commerce-will-shape-indias-ties-with-asean-ravi-shankar-prasad-4257863.html
https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/31049/Visit_of_Prime_Minister_to_the_Republic_of_Korea_2122_February_2019
https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/economy/pm-modi-meets-south-korean-president-moon-on-sidelines-of-g-20-summit-discusses-ways-to-enhance-trade-ties.html
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20180709000300315

Prospects for a Maritime partnership

South Korea’s New Southern Policy reveals some areas where the bilateral maritime

cooperation could further develop. These include shipbuilding (where India and the ROK
already have an MoU in place), joint capacity building, maritime domain awareness,
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, search and rescue, marine pollution, anti-piracy,
counter-terrorism and counter-trafficking, and combating marine pollution. Given its
differences with China, India has sought to upgrade its naval, coast guard, and air capabilities
in mainland coastal and island territories, with a focus on Lakshadweep archipelago in India’s
west and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands in the east. On both these groups of islands, South

Korea could contribute significantly to capacity building.

Another area of possible cooperation is maritime domain awareness (MDA). The Indian navy

has also striven to boost its situational awareness in the maritime commons, establishing an

Information Fusion Centre (IFC) for the Indian Ocean Region. Launched in 2018, the center
processes radar and sensor data from participating countries and offers the data to partners,
including all members of the Indian Ocean Rim Association. India has sought assistance of
extra-regional players and could benefit from South Korean participation in the project. Seoul
could start by posting a liaison officer to the IFC, but could also assist India with creating
capacity in small Indian Ocean Island states. Seoul could also help boost Indian capacity to
provide humanitarian aid and disaster relief (HADR) in the neighborhood. This could be

gradually upscaled to broader marine governance initiatives in the littorals.

Naval capacity building is a fourth area of India-ROK maritime cooperation. South Korean

company Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering’s response to the Indian Navy’s
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https://carnegieendowment.org/2021/10/19/south-korea-beyond-northeast-asia-how-seoul-is-deepening-ties-with-india-and-asean-pub-85572
https://www.naval-technology.com/news/india-to-bolster-island-territories-infrastructure/
https://pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=1557074
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Expression of Interest (Eol) for six advanced conventional submarines under Project-75I (India)
has already enthused Indian observers. India’s state-owned Hindustan Shipyard Limited will

also cooperate with a shipyard nominated by South Korea on a joint shipbuilding project.

Operational cooperation, however, must be further expanded. Indian ship visit to South Korea
have been intermittent. In June 2021, INS Kiltan, an Indian Navy warship carried out a military
exercise with a South Korean vessel in the East China Sea. Two years earlier, Indian naval
ships Kolkata and Shakti had visited Busan to participate in the ADMM-Plus Maritime Security
Field Training Exercise (FTX) as part of deployment of the Eastern Fleet to the South China

Sea.

Seoul has appeared reluctant to overstretch its naval capacity in the Indian Ocean. In January
2021, it dispatched an acclaimed anti-piracy unit to the Strait of Hormuz after a South Korean-
flagged tanker was seized by Iran in the Persian Gulf. But South Korean warships have avoided
docking at Indian Ocean ports (the last time a Korean warship visited an Indian port was in

January 2017).

There is a sense in India that South Korea isn’t entirely convinced that Chinese strategic
expansion in South Asia necessarily has malign political motive. As some South Korean
scholars and policymakers see it, China’s growing economic interests in the Indian Ocean
justify a commensurate Chinese naval presence in the region. Suggestions by New Delhi that
South Korea could help curtail Chinese influence in the IOR are met with skepticism in Seoul.
South Korea, evidently, is keen to develop a security relationship with India, but not as a way

of containing Chinese power. Seoul seeks ‘strategic equilibrium’ in Asia, but not conflict with
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https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-korea-ink-pact-to-boost-cooperation-in-warship-building/articleshow/58301691.cms
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/indian-navy-warship-military-exercise-south-korean-vessel-east-china-sea-1820533-2021-06-29
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https://thediplomat.com/2021/08/the-quest-for-strategic-balance-and-south-koreas-indo-pacific-conundrum/

any big power. While it is ready to partner India for the achievement of a desirable end-state,

Seoul would desist from any militarily provocative moves in the littorals.

Dealing with Constraints

Even so, India and the ROK are likely to continue to explore opportunities to cooperate with
India. Despite its conservative approach to military operations in the Indian Ocean and the
Western Pacific, Seoul is likely to consider the impact of the Russia-Ukraine war on the Asian
theatre and do more to hedge against the possibility of a confrontation in the littorals. Indeed,
President Yoon Suk-yeol’s announcement last month that his country will examine joining the
Quad grouping to strengthen its military position, has generated a buzz in strategic circles that
South Korea could well be on its way to assuming a robust security posture in the Indo Pacific
region. Were that to indeed happen, India would be ready to expand its maritime cooperation

with Seoul beyond the ambit of nontraditional security.

Yet, a partnership between India and South Korea in the maritime domain would depend in
large measure on the United States continuing willingness to contribute to strategic security in
Asia. In the wake of war in Ukraine, Washington has seemed preoccupied with Russian
aggression in Europe. Any attempt by the Biden administration to draw away from the Asian
maritime theatre, particularly the Indian Ocean (of crucial importance to India), would
unfavorably impact the trajectory of India-South Korea ties. Washington could, on the other
hand, play a key role in catalyzing a partnership between New Delhi and Seoul, contributing

significantly to peace and stability in the Indo Pacific region.
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/south-korea-to-examine-joining-quad-grouping/article65358035.ece

The opinions expressed in this paper do not necessarily reflect the official position of DKI
APCSS, the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, the Department of Defense or the U.S. government
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